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I n T r o d u C T I o n

Market Overview

Key Observations

Market Overview
in our october 2009 report, “a study of selected u.s. strategic m&a transactions in the wake of 
the credit crisis” (the “2009 study”), we examined the impact of the mid-2007 through mid-2009 
credit cycle on both the overall volume of u.s. strategic m&a transactions and the contractual  
devices employed by dealmakers. in our 2010 update of that study (the “2010 study”), we observed  
the lingering effects of the credit crisis on how strategic m&a transactions were structured. this 
study, covering u.s. strategic m&a activity in the period from august 1, 2010 through december 
31, 2011, examines whether trends observed in the 2009 and 2010 studies have continued or 
whether dealmakers have reverted to pre-crisis practices.

the seventeen months ended december 31, 2011 saw overall gains in u.s. equity prices, as the 
market rally that began in the spring of 2010 continued through the middle of 2011 and was only 
temporarily derailed by a late summer correction which left stock prices roughly flat for calendar year 
2011. the period also saw generally improved access to credit and low benchmark interest rates, 
due in part to the federal reserve’s second quantitative easing program (which was announced in 
november 2010 and continued through 2011) and its maintenance of a federal funds rate target of 
0.25% for the duration of the period. in the twelve months ended july 31, 2011, the overall volume 
of strategic and private equity transactions involving u.s. targets increased 70% over the prior 
twelve-month period to $584.3 billion, reversing the declines observed in the 2009 study and the 
2010 study and surpassing the overall market volume in the twelve months ended july 31, 2008. 
strategic and private equity transactions both contributed to the increase, with the overall volume of 
each increasing 73% and 50%, respectively. over the same period, the average size of strategic and 
private equity transactions increased by 84% and 54%, respectively.

in the five months between august 1 and december 31, 2011, likely as a result of the equity market  
correction, overall u.s. m&a activity slowed, despite a notable pickup in private equity transactions.  
the overall volume of u.s. m&a transactions and the volume of u.s. strategic m&a transactions in  
the period, projected for a full year, would have represented declines of 36% and 52%, respectively,  
relative to the twelve months ended july 31, 2011. private equity volume accounted for nearly a third 
of the overall volume in the period and, projected for a full year, would have represented an increase 
of 117% over the twelve-month period ended july 31, 2011. see chart 1. private equity buyers 
almost uniformly employ cash as consideration in their transactions and, accordingly, may have been 
less affected by the equity market volatility than strategic buyers. with equity markets rebounding 
in the final months of the year, it remains to be seen whether strategic transactions will regain their 
2010 and early 2011 momentum and whether private equity transactions will continue their recovery. 

Chart 1  u.s. target m&a activity (aggregate Value, $ billions, by acquiror type)
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transactions involving u.s. targets and non-u.s. acquirors represented 19% of the overall volume 
of u.s. target transactions in the twelve months ended july 31, 2011, up from 16% in the twelve 
months prior, though still below the 45% observed in the twelve months ended july 31, 2008. see 
chart 2. in the twelve months ended july 31, 2011, transactions involving u.s. targets and non-u.s. 
acquirors had an average size of $1.12 billion, compared to $925 million for transactions with u.s. 
acquirors. non-u.s. acquiror transactions thus represented a smaller share of market activity by 
number of transactions (17%) than they did by overall volume.  

in the last five months of 2011, the volume of non-u.s. acquiror activity declined more steeply than 
the volume of u.s. acquiror activity, likely reflecting the impact of the debt crisis and the economic 
slowdown in europe. the volume of non-u.s. acquiror transactions in the period, projected for a 
full year, would have represented a 63% decline relative to the twelve months ended july 31, 2011, 
as compared with a projected 29% decline in the volume of u.s. acquiror transactions in the same 
period.

Chart 2  u.s. target m&a activity (aggregate Value, $ billions, u.s. vs. non-u.s. acquiror)



pa u l ,  w e i s s ,  r i f k i n d ,  w h a r t o n  &  g a r r i s o n  l l p

4

I n T r o d u C T I o n

Market Overview

Key Observations

according to thomson financial securities data, during the twelve months ended july 31, 2011, 
over 60% of the overall volume of transactions involving u.s. targets and non-u.s. acquirors  
originated from three european countries: the u.k. (31%), france (22%) and germany (11%). 
canada (11%) and new Zealand (9%) accounted for the fourth and fifth highest percentages of 
such transactions. looking forward to 2012, switzerland is poised to rank among the top acquiror 
countries. over a month into the year, according to the Wall Street Journal, transactions with swiss 
acquirors accounted for $12.8 billion or 18% of global cross-border deal volume.

the most common target industries in transactions with u.s. targets and non-u.s. acquirors  
roughly matched the top target industries in transactions with u.s. targets and u.s. acquirors, with 
healthcare (including pharmaceuticals) and energy and power industry transactions accounting for 
the greatest volume of each. see chart 3.  in the five months between august 1 and december 31, 
2011, the target industries for u.s. acquiror and non-u.s. acquiror transactions with u.s. targets 
remained generally similar, with energy and power industry transactions accounting for the greatest 
volume of each.

Chart 3 u.s. m&a activity target industries, august 1, 2010 - july 31, 2011 (% of overall Volume) 

Chart 3 Industry Breakdownof U.S. M&A Targets, August 1, 2010 - July 21, 2011 
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Key Observations
the 2010 study examined the 25 largest strategic m&a transactions involving u.s. public company  
targets (excluding financial industry transactions) announced in each of the twelve-month periods 
from august 1, 2007 to july 31, 2008 (“year 1”), from august 1, 2008 to july 31, 2009 (“year 2”), 
and from august 1, 2009 to july 31, 2010 (“year 3”). for this report, we examined the 25 largest 
strategic m&a transactions involving u.s. public company targets (excluding financial industry 
transactions) announced in the seventeen-month period from august 1, 2010 to december 31, 2011  
(“year 4”).

we make the following observations based on our review of the year 4 transactions:

	 •	 Rising equity prices raised dealmakers’ tolerance for risk. in years 1 through 3,  
  dealmakers increasingly employed contractual devices to protect the agreed transaction  
  and to define the consequences of termination. in year 4, dealmakers instead appeared  
  to rely on the perceived certainty provided by improving market conditions. dealmakers  
  in several respects reverted to practices seen in the twelve months ended july 31, 2008,  
  when the surveyed transactions were of similar size but before the full impact of the  
  credit crisis had been felt. this trend persisted both before and in the immediate  
  aftermath of the market correction in late summer 2011.

	 •	 Private equity-like treatment of financing risk declined substantially. in the 2010  
  study, we noted that even as credit conditions improved dealmakers continued to use  
  financing conditions and reverse termination fees in transactions in which cash  
  constituted a portion of the consideration. we speculated that such provisions, which  
  began to appear in strategic transactions following several high-profile financing failures  
  in private equity deals, had become a fixture of the strategic marketplace. in year 4,  
  however, in only two of the largest 25 transactions was the target not entitled to a  
  remedy of specific performance following a financing failure. although this development  
  suggests a return to the historical approach where financing risk was presumptively  
  borne by the acquiror, we believe that financing risk continued to play an important role  
  in merger negotiations.

	 •	 The strength of credit markets led to cash being used as the exclusive consideration  
  in over half of the surveyed transactions. despite steady gains in equity prices (likely  
  implying decreasing costs of issuing equity) in much of year 4, over half of the year 4  
  transactions involved exclusively cash consideration, a significant increase from year 3.  
  this increase likely reflected the strength of the credit markets and, in part, the federal  
  reserve’s expansionary monetary policy throughout the period. cash-only transactions  
  remained popular through the end of 2011, even as credit and equity markets  
  experienced increased volatility. this result suggests that large acquirors either were  
  willing to tap into their cash reserves or continued to enjoy reasonable access to  
  financing to fund their acquisitions.

	 •	 Only one of the surveyed transactions was priced as a merger-of-equals (“MOE”)—  
  i.e., by offering no premium to either party’s shareholders—but many more included  
  MOE-like post-closing governance provisions. there was an increased use among  
  the year 4 transactions of provisions governing the surviving company’s headquarters,  
  board composition, leadership and charitable activities. such increases may indicate  
  that targets had greater bargaining power than in previous years or that acquirors  
  approached their transactions less as pure acquisitions and more as business  
  combinations. alternatively, dealmakers may have increasingly employed such  
  provisions so as to preempt or address possible political or regulatory challenges.  

I n T r o d u C T I o n

Market Overview

Key Observations
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	 •	 Despite an increase in cash-only transactions, the use of two-step (i.e., tender  
  offer) structures declined in Year 4. tender offer structures provide generally the  
  same substantive consequences as one-step mergers, though in a shorter timeframe.  
  one should thus expect tender offer structures to be used frequently in strategic  
  cash-only transactions unless the parties expect another impediment (such as a vote  
  of the acquiror’s shareholders, a protracted antitrust approval process or a financing  
  requirement) to affect the overall timing of the transaction. cash was the exclusive  
  consideration in over half of the year 4 transactions but tender offer structures were  
  used in only 20% of the year 4 transactions. this result suggests that dealmakers’  
  concerns about antitrust or other regulatory approval requirements had some impact  
  on how transactions were structured.

	 •	 The sizes of termination fees and reverse termination fees (in the few cases they  
  were used) declined slightly. the average and median sizes of termination fees (as a  
  percentage of transaction value) declined to approximately the levels seen in the twelve  
  months ended july 31, 2008. this was the third consecutive year in which the sizes of  
  termination fees (as a percentage of transaction value) moved in the opposite direction  
  of the average and median size of the surveyed transactions, suggesting that the  
  absolute dollar amount of such fees—not just the percentage they represent of  
  transaction value—plays an important role in the negotiations. among the year 4  
  transactions, the one reverse termination fee payable following a financing failure was  
  smaller (as a percentage of transaction value) than the average and median sizes of  
  such fees in years 2 and 3. although we hesitate to draw any conclusions on the basis  
  of a single data point, this decline also may be partly attributable to the increase in  
  transaction values in year 4. we note that fee sizes in particular are highly negotiated  
  and the trends observed in our limited sample may not apply to the broader market.

*     *     *     *     *

for this report we also compared the largest u.s. public company strategic transactions that  
involved u.s. acquirors to those that involved non-u.s. acquirors. as shown in chart 2 above, 
non-u.s. acquiror transactions have represented a significant percentage (over 20%) of the aggregate  
volume of u.s. m&a transactions over the past five years. macro trends, such as the growing  
appetite of non-u.s. acquirors for u.s. brands and distribution channels and the build-up of 
foreign currency reserves in china and elsewhere, suggest that such transactions will continue to 
play an important role in the u.s. m&a marketplace. though not the subject of this report, recent 
years have also seen an increase in outbound-u.s. and non-u.s. to non-u.s. m&a transactions.

to examine the impact of non-u.s. acquiror transactions on the u.s. m&a marketplace, we 
examined how, if at all, the structural and contractual features of such transactions have differed 
from u.s. acquiror transactions. to perform this comparison, we looked beyond our sample of 
the 25 largest transactions in year 4 overall to the ten largest transactions in year 4 involving 
non-u.s. acquirors and the 25 largest transactions in year 4 involving u.s. acquirors. we refer to 
such transactions as the “year 4 non-u.s. acquiror” and the “year 4 u.s. acquiror” transactions, 
respectively.
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we make the following observations based on our comparison of the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror 
transactions to the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions:

	 •	 Few non-U.S. acquiror transactions used stock consideration, likely reflecting  
  the regulatory burden of listing securities in the U.S. seven of the ten non-u.s.  
  acquiror transactions included exclusively cash consideration, and one more  
  (sanofi-aventis/genzyme) began as a cash-only tender offer but later included a  
  contingent value right as part of the consideration. the greater frequency of cash-only  
  transactions (relative to u.s. acquiror transactions) may reflect that, among non-u.s.  
  acquirors without u.s.-listed securities (or american depository receipts), the need to  
  list such securities operates as a “tax” on using stock or other securities as consideration  
  in u.s. transactions.

	 •	 Antitrust and other regulatory issues were less common among non-U.S. acquiror  
  transactions, leading to the more frequent use of tender offer structures than in  
  U.S. acquiror transactions. of the eight year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions whose  
  consideration consisted exclusively of cash or cash and a contingent value right, five  
  were structured as tender offers and three as one-step mergers. the expectation of  
  regulatory scrutiny seems to have driven this choice, as none of the deals structured  
  as tender offers faced significant antitrust or other regulatory difficulties (although one  
  transaction, sap/successfactors, extended its offer period to allow the committee  
  on foreign investment in the united states (cfius) to complete its review of the  
  transaction), whereas two of the one-step mergers drew “second requests” from—and  
  led to divestiture agreements with—antitrust authorities. assuming that u.s. acquirors  
  decided on the same basis as non-u.s. acquirors whether to use tender offer  
  structures, we can infer from the lower frequency of tender offer structures among the  
  cash-only year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions (3 out of 14) that such transactions  
  presented antitrust risks more often than did the non-u.s. acquiror transactions, 
  perhaps because they necessarily concerned a combination within a single jurisdiction.

	 •	 None of the non-U.S. acquiror transactions limited the acquiror’s financing risk.  
  none of the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions contained a financing condition or  
  a reverse termination fee following a financing failure or limited the target’s entitlement  
  to specific performance following a financing failure. though possibly a function of the  
  limited sample size, this result may reflect the fact that in many non-u.s. acquirors’  
  home jurisdictions regulations either prohibit financing conditions or require that  
  acquirors arrange fully-committed financing before formally launching an offer.  

	 •	 Non-U.S. acquirors gave more flexibility to target boards to change their  
  recommendations. relative to u.s. acquirors, non-u.s. acquirors far more often  
  allowed the target’s board of directors to change its recommendation based solely on  
  the board’s determination that doing so was required by its fiduciary duties. this may  
  also result from differences in local practices, as many non-u.s. jurisdictions disfavor  
  contractual restrictions on board discretion. acquirors from such jurisdictions may be  
  less accustomed to restrictions on board discretion than u.s. acquirors and more  
  willing to agree to them in negotiations in return for other concessions by the target.

I n T r o d u C T I o n

Market Overview

Key Observations
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in our previous studies, we selected the largest 25 strategic mergers (according to the equity 
value of the target implied by the merger consideration) involving u.s. public company targets 
announced during each of the twelve-month periods from august 1, 2007 through july 31, 2008 
(“year 1”), august 1, 2008 through july 31, 2009 (“year 2”) and august 1, 2009 through july 31, 2010  
(“year 3”). for this report, we reviewed the largest 25 such transactions announced during the 
seventeen-month period from august 1, 2010 through december 31, 2011 (“year 4”). in addition, 
we compared the largest transactions in year 4 involving non-u.s. acquirors to those involving 
u.s. acquirors. because only five of the 25 largest year 4 transactions involved non-u.s. acquirors,  
we expanded our survey by comparing the ten largest such transactions involving non-u.s. 
acquirors with the 25 largest such transactions involving u.s. acquirors (the “year 4 non-u.s. 
acquiror” and the “year 4 u.s. acquiror” transactions, respectively). as in previous years, we 
excluded transactions involving financial industry targets and transactions in which either party 
owned more than 10% of the other party’s shares before the transaction.1 

this report is intended to be not an exhaustive review of all transaction terms in the surveyed 
transactions but rather an overview of those matters we found most interesting.

our observations are based on a review of publicly available information for the surveyed  
transactions. such transactions accounted for only a portion of m&a activity during the survey 
period and may not be representative of the broader m&a market. this is particularly true of the 
set of year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions, which comprised only ten transactions. in addition, 
we treat the provisions of all of the surveyed transactions as if they were adopted deliberately and 
in lieu of mutually understood alternatives, and we ignore the inevitable effects of time, resource 
and informational limitations.

1 we used factset mergers to develop our sample group. to eliminate transactions with financial industry targets, we  
 excluded transactions with targets having any of the following factset mergers industry classifications: “finance/rental/ 
 leasing,” “financial conglomerates,” “investment banks/brokers,” “investment trusts/mutual funds,” “major banks,”  
 “regional banks” or “savings banks.”  

s u r V e Y  M e T H o d o l o G Y
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Transaction Size, Form of Consideration and Structure
Transaction size.  from year 3 to year 4, the average size of the surveyed transactions (as  
measured by the target’s implied equity value) increased 77%, reversing the decline from year 1 
to year 3. the median size of surveyed transactions increased 107% over such period, consistent 
with the recovery in overall u.s. m&a activity to levels last seen in year 1, prior to the full impact  
of the credit crisis. see chart 4. notably, four of the eight largest year 4 transactions (kinder  
morgan/el paso, united technologies/goodrich, google/motorola mobility, and gilead/pharmasset)  
occurred after august 5, 2011, when the s&p 500 had its lowest close of 2011, over 17% below 
the peaks seen in april and july of 2011.

Chart 4  size of surveyed transactions ($ millions)
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the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions had a lower average and median transaction size than 
the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions. see chart 5. as noted, only five of the 25 largest year 4 
transactions, representing 21% of the aggregate transaction value of such transactions, involved 
non-u.s. acquirors. in year 3, nine non-u.s. acquiror transactions accounted for 30% of the  
aggregate transaction value of the 25 largest transactions. 

Chart 5  size of surveyed transactions, u.s. vs. non-u.s. acquiror ($ millions)
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Cash versus stock. cash was the exclusive consideration in over half (52%) of year 4 transactions. 
this represented an increase from year 3 (36%) and a partial reversion towards the percentages of 
cash-only transactions seen in years 1 and 2. see chart 6. in the 2010 study, we noted that the 
decline in the percentage of cash-only transactions to 36% in year 3 from 72% in year 2 occurred 
during a period of loosening credit markets and rising equity values, indicating that the composition  
of consideration in strategic transactions was driven by the relative costs to the acquiror of using 
cash or stock rather than the absolute cost of financing a cash purchase.

the increase in cash-only transactions in year 4, a period of increasing equity prices and thus 
decreasing costs of using stock consideration (assuming that price-to-earnings ratios similarly  
increased), suggests that acquirors both believed that their stock prices were undervalued and 
also enjoyed low or declining borrowing costs, likely due to the overall strength of the credit  
markets and, in part, to the federal reserve’s quantitative easing policy and its maintenance of  
a low federal funds rate target.
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Chart 6  form of consideration (percentage of surveyed transactions)
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cash was the exclusive consideration in 70% of the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions, versus 
56% of the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions. see chart 7. this difference likely reflected the 
burden on non-u.s. acquirors without u.s.-listed securities of having to list securities in the u.s. 
for use as consideration.

Chart 7  form of consideration (percentage of surveyed transactions, u.s. vs. non-u.s. acquiror)
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Tender offers. over three quarters of the years 1, 3 and 4 transactions and over half of the  
year 2 transactions were structured as single-step (i.e., non-tender offer) mergers. see chart 8.  
transacting parties typically use tender offer structures because they offer a potentially faster 
path to completion than single-step mergers. they typically choose not to use such structures 
in friendly (non-hostile) transactions when the timing benefits are unavailable, either because the 
transaction must be approved by the acquiror’s shareholders (which is often the case when stock 
consideration is used) or because the parties expect the antitrust or regulatory approval process 
to extend beyond the duration of a typical tender offer period. over the first three surveyed years, 
the use of tender offers tracked the use of cash consideration—the more cash-only transactions, 
the more often the parties opted for a two-step structure. this trend ended in year 4, as more of 
the transactions used exclusively cash consideration but fewer employed two-step structures. 
this suggests that the year 4 transactions raised more antitrust or other regulatory concerns than 
the year 3 transactions, either because of the actual risks posed by the transactions or because 
of the perceived concerns of regulatory authorities.

Chart 8  tender offer/non-tender offer (percentage of surveyed transactions)
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Chart 8  Tender Offer/Non-Tender Offer (Percentage of Surveyed Transactions)
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tender offers were far more common among the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions than 
among the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions, representing half of the former and approximately 
one tenth of the latter. see chart 9. among the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions, the choice 
of whether to use a tender offer structure was likely driven by the parties’ expectations of antitrust 
or other regulatory challenges. of the eight such transactions without stock consideration, none  
of the five that were structured as tender offers encountered significant antitrust or regulatory  
difficulties (although one transaction, sap/successfactors, extended its offer period to allow 
cfius to complete its review of the transaction), whereas two of the one-step mergers drew  
“second requests” from—and led to divestiture agreements with—antitrust authorities. assuming 
that u.s. acquirors decided on the same basis as non-u.s. acquirors whether to use tender offer 
structures, the greater frequency of tender offer structures among the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror 
transactions without stock consideration versus the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions without 
stock consideration suggests that such transactions posed a lower degree of antitrust or other 
regulatory risk than did u.s.-acquiror transactions. though non-u.s. acquiror transactions present 
regulatory issues that are absent from purely domestic transactions (e.g., cfius approval), such 
transactions may present antitrust risks less often than u.s. acquiror transactions because they 
are undertaken for reasons that do not inherently impact competition in a single jurisdiction, such 
as securing distribution channels, acquiring local brands or tariff-jumping.

Chart 9  tender offer/non-tender offer, u.s. v. non-u.s. acquiror (percentage of surveyed transactions)
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Financing Risk and Remedies
Financing risk, specific performance and reverse termination fees.  chart 10 shows (i) the 
frequency with which the surveyed transactions involving cash consideration entitled targets to a 
remedy of specific performance if the acquiror were to experience a financing failure and (ii) the 
average and median reverse termination fees in connection therewith, expressed as a percentage 
of implied equity value. in year 4:

	 •	 There was a sharp decrease compared to years 2 and 3 in the use of financing  
  conditions and limitations on targets’ entitlement to a remedy of specific performance  
  following financing failures; and

	 •	 None of the Year 4 Non-U.S. Acquiror transactions contained a financing condition  
  or otherwise limited the target’s entitlement to a remedy of specific performance  
  following a financing failure.  

in the 2010 study, we observed a notable shift in strategic transactions toward an approach, more  
typical of private equity transactions, where the acquiror could not be required to consummate the 
transaction following its failure (through no fault of its own) to secure financing for the transaction. 
this trend had continued in year 3, even as credit conditions improved, suggesting that transacting  
parties viewed the possibility of a financing failure as a risk to be shared by the parties, regardless  
of how remote a risk it was. in year 4 the trend reversed, as only two of the 20 transactions 
involving cash consideration provided for a financing condition or specified that the target was 
not entitled to a remedy of specific performance following a financing failure (compared with five 
of 19 such transactions in year 3 and five of 21 such transactions in year 2). although this decline 
suggests there has been a return to the historical strategic approach where all financing risk was 
borne by the acquiror, we believe that financing risk has continued to play an important role in 
merger negotiations.

of the two year 4 transactions in which the target was not entitled to specific performance  
following a financing failure, only one (alpha natural resources/massey energy) contained a 
reverse termination fee. in the alpha natural resources/massey energy transaction, the fee was 
set at approximately 5% of transaction value, within the range of such fees observed in year 3 
but nearly a 40% decline from the average and median sizes in such year. the other transaction 
(kinder morgan/el paso), which was financed in part by a $13.3 billion loan package arranged 
by barclays, eliminated the target’s entitlement to specific performance but did not provide for a 
reverse termination fee.

we decline to conclude on the basis of the single year 4 transaction that contained a reverse  
termination fee payable following a financing failure that dealmakers have substantially changed 
their views on the appropriate size of such fees since years 2 and 3, when limitations on the  
target’s entitlement to specific performance following a financing failure (and corresponding 
reverse termination fees) were more commonplace among the surveyed transactions. we note, 
however, that the decrease in the size of reverse termination fees as a percentage of transaction 
value may have resulted from the increase in the transaction values of the surveyed transactions.  
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none of the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions contained a financing condition or otherwise 
limited the target’s entitlement to specific performance in the event of a financing failure. though 
possibly a function of the limited sample size, this result may reflect non-u.s. acquirors’ local 
practice of arranging fully-committed financing before formally launching an offer. for example, the 
u.k., france, switzerland and the netherlands (four of the jurisdictions represented in the year 4 
non-u.s. acquiror transactions) either explicitly prohibit the use of financing conditions or require 
financing to be fully confirmed at the time an offer is formally announced.

Chart 10  availability of specific performance against acquiror following financing failures

Percentage of All/Part Cash Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Method of allocating 
financing risk

specific performance 
against acquiror after 
financing failure available

84% 95% 76% 74% 90% 90% 100%

specific performance never 
available against acquiror 

2% 5% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0%

specific performance never 
available against either party

1% 0% 5% 0% 0% 0% 0%

specific performance after 
financing failure never  
available

6% 0% 5% 11% 10% 10% 0%

acquiror has limited  
financing condition

2% 0% 5% 5% 0% 0% 0%

acquiror has unlimited 
financing condition

4% 0% 5% 11% 0% 0% 0%

Reverse termination fee 
following financing failure  
(fee size, percentage of 
transaction value)

average 4.56% 5.71% 8.08% 5.02% 5.02% n/a

     Change 25% 42% -38%

median 4.56% 6.51% 7.90% 5.02% 5.02% n/a

     Change 43% 21% -36%
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Competing Offers and Changes in the Target Board’s Recommendation

Non-solicitation provisions.  as in the 2010 study, all of the year 4 transactions prohibited the 
target from soliciting competing offers from third parties but allowed the target to respond to and 
enter into negotiations with respect to unsolicited competing proposals that the target’s board  
determined constituted, or were reasonably likely to lead to, a “superior proposal” (variously defined).

chart 11 analyzes how “superior proposal” was defined in the surveyed transactions.  in year 4:

	 •	 44% of transactions required that a superior proposal meet certain financing-related  
  requirements (e.g., that it have committed financing or financing no less favorable than  
  that of the acquiror or that it not be subject to a financing condition), surpassing the  
  results in years 2 and 3 and far exceeding the result in year 1; 

	 •	 Fewer transactions than in year 3 required that a superior proposal be “reasonably  
  likely” to be consummated; and

	 •	 More transactions than in year 3 required that a superior proposal be superior to the  
  target’s shareholders “from a financial point of view.”

the first result demonstrates that since year 1 an increasing portion of acquirors have successfully  
negotiated to protect their transactions from competing bids by less-well-funded (often private 
equity) rivals. that such constraints have remained in only a minority of the surveyed transactions 
demonstrates the unwillingness of targets to limit the potential set of competing bidders, either 
because they believe a better offer may emerge from such bidders or out of a concern that  
agreeing to a significant limitation on competing offers would violate their fiduciary duties.

the second result seems inconsistent with the first, as it suggests that acquirors were less  
focused than in the past on the threat posed by competing bids with weak financing. we  
hesitate to reach that conclusion, however, because the requirement that a superior proposal be 
“reasonably likely” to be consummated offers a target board wide latitude to deem competing 
offers “superior” to the agreed transaction. we consider the continued use of the requirements 
discussed above—that a superior offer meet certain financing-related requirements—to be a 
clearer indication of market sentiment.

these results were largely replicated in the year 4 u.s. acquiror and year 4 non-u.s. acquiror 
transactions. u.s. acquirors more often than non-u.s. acquirors required that a superior proposal 
be “reasonably likely” to be consummated and less often than non-u.s. acquirors required that a 
superior proposal be superior “from a financial point of view.”
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Chart 11  definition of superior proposal

 Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Funding certainty of  
superior proposal

proposal must have  
committed financing, have 
financing no less favorable 
than acquiror’s or have no 
financing condition

27% 8% 28% 28% 44% 36% 40%

proposal not expressly  
required to have committed 
financing, have financing  
no less favorable than  
acquiror’s or have no  
financing condition

73% 92% 72% 72% 56% 64% 60%

Closing certainty of  
superior proposal

proposal must be  
“reasonably likely” to be 
consummated

67% 64% 80% 72% 52% 52% 40%

proposal not required to 
be “reasonably likely” to be 
consummated

33% 36% 20% 28% 48% 48% 60%

Proposal must be superior 
“from a financial point of 
view”

required 60% 48% 56% 64% 72% 64% 70%

not required 40% 52% 44% 36% 28% 36% 30%

Minimum acquisition 
percentage required

    <50% 3% 8% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0%

      50% 70% 72% 60% 68% 80% 84% 70%

    >50%; <100% 10% 12% 12% 8% 8% 8% 10%

      100% 17% 8% 28% 20% 12% 8% 20%
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Changes in board recommendation. as in the 2010 study, all of the surveyed transactions  
allowed the target board of directors to change its recommendation of the transaction in specified  
circumstances. chart 12 shows the varieties of such limits on board discretion. in year 4, as  
compared with year 3:

	 •	 Fewer transactions allowed the target board to change its recommendation only in  
  response to a “superior proposal”; and

	 •	 More transactions allowed the target board to change its recommendation in  
  response to either a “superior proposal” or an “intervening event” (typically defined as  
  an unforeseen material event other than a competing acquisition proposal).

in year 4, the lowest percentage of transactions of any of the survey years (32%, equal to the sum of  
the results in the first two rows in chart 12) allowed the target board to change its recommendation  
based solely on its determination that doing so was required by its fiduciary duties. in addition, 
fewer of the year 4 transactions (4%, compared with 8% in year 3) allowed the target board to 
change its recommendation only in response to a “superior proposal.” instead, nearly two-thirds 
of the year 4 transactions (64%) allowed the target board to change its recommendation in 
response to an “intervening event” upon its determination that its fiduciary duties required it to do 
so. such provisions, which have experienced a substantial increase in use since year 1, allow the 
target board to recommend against (though not to terminate) an agreed transaction following an 
unforeseen event, other than a superior proposal, that causes the transaction to be against the 
target shareholders’ interests—the proverbial “discovery of oil” under the target company’s  
headquarters. unlike the fiduciary duty standard, the intervening event approach gives the acquiror  
the benefit of all facts that are known to the target at the time of the transaction.

a further development in year 4 was that two of the transactions allowed the target board to 
change its recommendation upon the occurrence of an “intervening event,” but prohibited the 
target board from changing its recommendation in response to a superior proposal unless it 
simultaneously terminated the agreement to enter into such superior proposal. unlike the typical 
structure, such transactions prevent the target board from recommending in favor of a competing 
proposal (or against the agreed transaction) while the competing proposal is being negotiated. to 
our knowledge, the question of whether such a provision impermissibly restricts the target board’s 
actions has not yet been considered by delaware courts.

compared to the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions, a substantially higher percentage of year 4 
non-u.s. acquiror transactions allowed the target board to change its recommendation based 
solely on its determination that its fiduciary duties so required, regardless of whether a “superior 
proposal” had been made or an “intervening event” had occurred. the reason for this differential  
is unclear, but we doubt that it resulted from target boards negotiating more strenuously with  
non-u.s. acquirors than with u.s. acquirors for flexibility to change their recommendations. more 
likely, the non-u.s. acquirors were more willing to accept the fiduciary duty standard because it 
was more consistent with market practice in the acquirors’ home jurisdictions, where regulations 
may prohibit contractual restrictions on the target board’s ability to respond to superior proposals  
or intervening events. the u.k. takeover code, for example, generally restricts targets from taking 
actions that “frustrate” competing offers or that result in shareholders being denied the opportunity  
to decide on the merits of a competing offer. and while non-solicitation agreements are commonly 
sought in u.k. transactions, target boards are typically free to take any action required to comply  
with their fiduciary duties, whether in connection with a competing offer, intervening event or 
otherwise. acquirors who are more accustomed to such practices, and not to restricting a target 
board’s conduct, may argue less strenuously for such restrictions on the target board’s conduct 
even when they are permissible.
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Chart 12  target board duty to recommend

Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Conditions allowing change 
of recommendation

whenever fiduciary duties 
require

33% 44% 28% 40% 20% 16% 40%

whenever fiduciary duties 
require or, in any case, in 
connection with a superior 
proposal 

16% 24% 20% 8% 12% 12% 10%

only in connection with a 
superior proposal

17% 28% 28% 8% 4% 8% 0%

whenever fiduciary duties 
require in response to an  
intervening event; target may  
not change recommendation 
but may terminate in 
response to a superior 
proposal

3% 0% 0% 4% 8% 8% 0%

whenever fiduciary duties 
require in response to an  
intervening event or, in any 
case, in connection with a 
superior propsal

31% 4% 24% 40% 56% 56% 50%



pa u l ,  w e i s s ,  r i f k i n d ,  w h a r t o n  &  g a r r i s o n  l l p

20

Force-the-vote agreements and match rights.  chart 13 shows the percentages of the surveyed  
transactions that allowed the target to terminate the transaction in order to enter into a “superior 
proposal” and the percentages of such transactions that gave the acquiror a “match right” with 
respect to such proposal. in year 4:  

	 •	 Fewer transactions than in year 3 used “force-the-vote” agreements, which prohibit  
  the target board from terminating in response to a superior proposal and effectively  
  force the target’s shareholders to vote on the agreed transaction before any competing  
  proposal can be accepted; 

	 •	 All of the 25 largest Year 4 transactions gave the acquiror a match right before  
  the target board could terminate to enter into—or, when not entitled to terminate, to  
  change its recommendation in response to—a superior proposal; and 

	 •	 The one Non-U.S. Acquiror transaction that lacked a match right originally  
  contained such a right but later removed it in response to shareholder litigation.

in the 2010 study we hypothesized that the increase in force-the-vote transactions had resulted 
from acquirors responding to economic uncertainty by seeking to protect their transactions from 
competing proposals. the observed decrease in the number of such restrictions in year 4 may 
reflect these concerns subsiding.

all of the year 4 u.s. acquiror and year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions, when announced, 
gave the acquiror a virtually unlimited right to match competing proposals, at least within a limited 
period of time (typically four or five days).2 in two transactions, however, the match right was later 
modified in response to shareholder litigation that alleged, among other things, that the match right 
deterred other potential bidders from making an offer. specifically, in express scripts/medco, the 
parties amended the merger agreement to prohibit express scripts from exercising the right more 
than once, and in unilever/alberto culver, the parties amended the agreement to remove the right 
altogether.

Chart 13  force-the-Vote agreements and match rights

2 we note that a recent opinion of the delaware chancery court questioned in dicta whether a match period of four business 
days, during which time the target board was precluded from updating its recommendation in response to the competing 
offer, and which period was subject to extension following any changes in the competing offer, improperly deprived the target 
shareholders’ of their entitlement to a “current, candid, and accurate board recommendation.”  In re Compellent Techs., Inc., 
consol. c.a. no.6084-Vcl, 2011 del. ch. leXis 190, at *38 (del. ch. dec. 9, 2011).

Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Target has right to enter 
into definitive agreement 
in respect of a superior 
proposal

does not include 17% 8% 16% 28% 16% 24% 10%

includes 83% 92% 84% 72% 84% 76% 90%

Acquiror has right to 
match a superior proposal

does not include 4% 4% 12% 0% 0% 0% 10%

includes 96% 96% 88% 100% 100% 100% 90%
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Termination fees for entering into superior proposals and changes in board recommendations.   
chart 14 shows the average and median fees to be paid by a target that terminates to enter into a 
superior proposal or whose board changes its recommendation. from year 3 to year 4: 

	 •	 There were 10% and 5% decreases in the average and median fees to be paid by  
  targets that terminate a transaction to enter into a superior proposal; and

	 •	 There were 11% and 5% decreases in the average and median fees to be paid by  
  targets following changes in their board’s recommendation and the acquiror’s decision  
  to terminate the transaction.

as noted in the 2010 study, termination fees have largely stabilized, generally to between 3.0% and 
3.7% of transaction value. within that band, fee sizes (expressed as a percentage of transaction value) 
have been negatively correlated with the average and median size of the surveyed transactions. fee 
sizes peaked on a percentage basis in year 2, when the average and median transaction size was 
lowest, and have declined in each of the past two years as transaction sizes have increased.  this 
suggests that dealmakers may set the sizes of termination fees based in part on their absolute dollar 
amounts, not just the percentages they represent of transaction value.

Chart 14  superior proposal and change in board recommendation termination  fees3

Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Superior proposal  
(fee trigger)

fee payable 81% 92% 80% 72% 84% 76% 90%

fee not payable 1% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0% 0%

no termination right 
included

18% 8% 16% 28% 16% 24% 10%

Superior proposal  
(fee size, percentage of 
transaction value)

average 3.11% 3.70% 3.40% 3.06% 3.02% 3.23%

     Change 19% -8% -10%

median 3.05% 3.51% 3.30% 3.15% 3.14% 3.19%

     Change 15% -6% -5%

Change in board  
recommendation (fee trigger)

fee payable 90% 88% 92% 84% 92% 92% 90%

fee not payable 8% 8% 8% 12% 8% 8% 10%

no termination right 
included

2% 4% 0% 4% 0% 0% 0%

Change in board  
recommendation (fee size, 
percentage of transaction 
value)

average 3.25% 3.64% 3.40% 3.04% 3.02% 3.30%

     Change 12% -6% -11%

median 3.15% 3.48% 3.26% 3.09% 3.09% 3.34%

     Change 11% -6% -5%

3 average and median termination fees are calculated based upon only the subset of surveyed transactions in which such fees were  
 agreed upon. as a result, the variance in such statistics across different types of termination fees is generally not due to multi-level  
 fee structures in individual transactions but to the different subsets of the surveyed transactions in which such fees were imposed.
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Limitations on Damages
Damages following termination. all of the year 4 transactions allowed the parties to seek damages  
following termination, but typically for only a limited set of breaches or fraud. as set forth in chart 
15, the most common limitations have been notably consistent from year 1 through year 4. in  
addition, eight of the year 4 transactions, versus five of the year 3 transactions, provided that a  
party may only be deemed to have intentionally or willfully breached the agreement if it undertakes 
its conduct with the knowledge that such conduct would constitute breach. such provisions respond  
to the exposition of the phrase “knowing and intentional” in the hexion litigation.4 that such  
provisions appeared in less than one-third of the year 4 transactions demonstrates that they have 
not yet become customary market practice.

Chart 15  breaches supporting damages post-termination

4 Hexion Specialty Chemicals, Inc. v. Huntsman Corp., C.A. No. 3841 (CL) (Del. Ch. Sept. 29, 2008).

5  426 f.3d 524 (2d cir. 2005).

Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Damages following  
termination

allowed, but breach must be 
willful or intentional, among 
other limitations

81% 76% 76% 80% 92% 92% 100%

allowed, but breach must 
be material, among other 
limitations

45% 44% 36% 52% 48% 40% 50%

allowed, without limitation 8% 12% 8% 8% 4% 4% 0%
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Stockholders as third party beneficiaries.  parties in the surveyed transactions have attempted 
to contract around the second circuit’s 2005 decision in Consolidated Edison Inc. v. Northeastern 
Utilities.5 Con Ed precluded a target’s shareholders from collecting the consideration they would 
have received but for the transaction’s failure on the rationale that such shareholders were not 
third-party beneficiaries of the merger agreement. parties have adopted two methods of avoiding 
this result: first, by providing that the target may sue on behalf of its shareholders; second, by  
providing that the target’s damages include the lost shareholder premium. the use of such  
provisions has been notably consistent across the years surveyed.  chart 16 shows that: 

	 •	 24% of the Year 4 transactions provided that the target could collect the damages its  
  shareholders would receive if they were third-party beneficiaries to the merger agreement; 

	 •	 12% of the Year 4 transactions provided that the measure of the target’s damages  
  should include the amount of its shareholders’ lost consideration; and

	 •	 Fewer of the Year 4 Non-U.S. Acquiror transactions than Year 4 U.S. Acquiror  
  transactions attempted to contract around Con Ed’s holdings by adopting  
  one of the two approaches.

Chart 16  measure of damages (anti-Con Edison language)

Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

does not include 70% 68% 80% 68% 64% 60% 70%

agency approach (target 
can sue “on behalf of” 
shareholders)

21% 24% 16% 20% 24% 28% 10%

damages definition (target’s 
damages include lost  
shareholder premium)

9% 8% 4% 12% 12% 12% 20%
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Post-Closing Governance Provisions
the use in merger agreements of post-closing governance provisions—regarding the surviving 
company’s headquarters, name, board composition, chairman or ceo, charitable or community 
activities, or other operations—increased nearly across the board in year 4. see chart 17. such 
provisions frequently appear in merger-of-equals (“moe”) transactions and aim to secure the  
support for the transaction from the target’s stockholders and other stakeholder constituencies.  
in year 4, only one transaction (amb/prologis) was structured as a true moe and provided no  
premium to the target’s shareholders. many more transactions, however, were similar to moes 
in their use of post-closing governance provisions. the increase in the use of such provisions 
may have resulted from targets having greater bargaining power than in previous years or from 
acquirors approaching their transactions less as pure acquisitions and more as business  
combinations. alternatively, because such provisions communicate to political, community 
and other stakeholders the acquiror’s intention to undertake certain actions (and put at risk the 
acquiror’s credibility if it fails to take such actions), the increase in the use of such provisions may 
evidence an increased desire on the part of merging parties to preempt or address challenges to 
the transaction by such stakeholders.

we also note that all types of post-closing governance provisions were less common among  
the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions than among the year 4 u.s. acquiror transactions.  
this result, perhaps counterintuitive given the perceived differences in culture and objectives of  
non-u.s. and u.s. acquirors, may stem from the greater frequency of cash-only transactions  
(in which such provisions are less common) among the year 4 non-u.s. acquiror transactions. 
our results do not eliminate the possibility that in transactions involving stock consideration  
post-closing governance provisions could be more common among non-u.s. acquiror  
transactions than among u.s. acquiror transactions.
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Chart 17  post-merger governance provisions

Percentage of Surveyed Transactions

Total Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 4 
U.S. 

Acquiror

Year 4
Non-U.S. 
Acquiror

Provision regarding  
location of headquarters

does not include 86% 80% 88% 92% 84% 80% 80%

includes 14% 20% 12% 8% 16% 20% 20%

Provision regarding  
surviving company name

does not include 86% 68% 96% 88% 92% 88% 100%

includes 14% 32% 4% 12% 8% 12% 0%

Restriction on identity of 
board members

does not include 74% 60% 84% 80% 72% 68% 90%

includes 26% 40% 16% 20% 28% 32% 10%

Provision regarding  
identity of chairman/CEO

does not include 83% 76% 84% 88% 84% 80% 90%

includes 17% 24% 16% 12% 16% 20% 10%

Provision regarding  
continuation of charitable 
and community activities

does not include 93% 88% 100% 96% 88% 84% 100%

includes 7% 12% 0% 4% 12% 16% 0%

Other operational  
restrictions

does not include 89% 84% 96% 96% 80% 80% 80%

includes 11% 16% 4% 4% 20% 20% 20%
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a p p e n d I C e s
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Year 1 Transactions

Target Acquiror Date Announced

checkfree corporation fiserv, inc. 8/2/2007

naVteQ corporation nokia corporation 10/1/2007

tektronix, inc. danaher corporation 10/15/2007

mgi pharma, inc. eisai co., ltd. 12/10/2007

trane inc. ingersoll-rand company limited 12/17/2007

grant prideco, inc. national oilwell Varco, inc. 12/17/2007

respironics, inc. koninklijke philips electronics n.V. 12/21/2007

bea systems, inc. oracle corporation 1/16/2008

choicepoint inc. reed elsevier group plc 2/21/2008

millennium pharmaceuticals, inc. takeda pharmaceutical 4/10/2008  
 company limited

northwest airlines corporation delta air lines, inc. 4/14/2008

safeco corporation liberty mutual group inc. 4/23/2008

wm. wrigley jr. company mars, incorporated 4/28/2008

drs technologies, inc. finmeccanica spa 5/12/2008

electronic data systems hewlett-packard company 5/13/2008  
corporation

w-h energy services, inc. smith international, inc. 6/3/2008

anheuser-busch companies, inc. inbev nV 6/11/2008

applera corporation -  invitrogen corporation 6/12/2008  
applied biosystems group

allied waste industries, inc. republic services, inc. 6/23/2008

corn products international, inc. bunge limited 6/23/2008

app pharmaceuticals, inc. fresenius se 7/7/2008

rohm and haas company the dow chemical company 7/10/2008

alpha natural resources, inc. cleveland-cliffs inc 7/16/2008

barr pharmaceuticals, inc. teva pharmaceutical industries 7/18/2008  
 limited

philadelphia consolidated. tokio marine holdings, inc. 7/23/2008  
holding corp

a p p e n d I x  a

List of Surveyed Transactions
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a p p e n d I x  a

List of Surveyed TransactionsYear 2 Transactions

Target Acquiror Date Announced

longs drug stores corporation cVs/caremark corporation 8/12/2008

alpharma inc. king pharmaceuticals, inc. 8/22/2008

ikon office solutions, inc. ricoh company, ltd. 8/27/2008

sciele pharma, inc. shionogi & co. ltd. 9/1/2008

ust inc. altria group, inc. 9/8/2008

constellation energy group, inc. berkshire hathaway inc. 9/18/2008

imclone systems incorporated eli lilly and company 10/6/2008

embarq corporation centurytel, inc. 10/27/2008

centennial communications corp. at&t inc. 11/7/2008

mentor corporation johnson & johnson 12/1/2008

advanced medical optics, inc. abbott laboratories 1/12/2009

wyeth pfizer, inc. 1/26/2009

schering-plough corporation merck & co., inc. 3/9/2009

cV therapeutics, inc. gilead sciences, inc. 3/12/2009

metavante technologies, inc. fidelity national information 4/1/2009  
 services, inc.

centex corporation pulte homes, inc. 4/8/2009

sun microsystems, inc. oracle corporation 4/20/2009

foundation coal holdings inc. alpha natural resources, inc. 5/12/2009

data domain, inc. netapp inc. 5/20/2009

cougar biotechnology, inc. johnson & johnson 5/21/2009

data domain, inc. emc corporation 6/1/2009

wind river systems, inc. intel corporation 6/4/2009

medarex, inc. bristol-myers squibb company 7/22/2009

Varian, inc. agilent technologies, inc. 7/27/2009

spss inc. international business machines 7/28/2009
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Year 3 Transactions

Target Acquiror Date Announced

bj services company baker hughes incorporated 8/31/2009

sepracor inc. dainippon sumitomo pharma 9/3/2009  
 co., ltd.

perot systems corporation dell inc. 9/21/2009

affiliated computer services, inc. Xerox corporation 9/28/2009

starent networks, corp. cisco systems, inc. 10/13/2009

encore acquisition company denbury resources inc. 11/1/2009

the black & decker corporation the stanley works 11/2/2009

3com corporation hewlett-packard company 11/11/2009

Xto energy inc. exxon mobil corporation 12/14/2009

brink’s home security tyco international ltd. 1/18/2010  
holdings, inc.

allegheny energy, inc. firstenergy corp. 2/11/2010

terra industries inc. Vara international asa 2/15/2010

smith international, inc. schlumberger limited 2/21/2010

millipore corporation merck kgaa 2/28/2010

osi pharmaceuticals, inc. astellas pharma inc. 3/1/2010

terra industries inc. cf industries holdings, inc. 3/2/2010

mariner energy, inc. apache corporation 4/15/2010

Qwest communications centurytel, inc. 4/22/2010  
international inc.

continental airlines, inc. ual corporation 5/3/2010

sybase, inc. sap america, inc. 5/12/2010

ev3 inc. covidien group s.a.r.l. 6/1/2010

talecris biotherapeutics grifols, s.a. 6/7/2010  
holdings corp.

Valeant pharmaceuticals biovail corporation 6/21/2010  
international

abraxis bioscience, inc. celgene corporation 6/30/2010

hewitt associates, inc. aon corporation 7/12/2010

a p p e n d I x  a

List of Surveyed Transactions
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a p p e n d I x  a

List of Surveyed TransactionsYear 4 U.S. Acquiror Transactions

Target Acquiror Date Announced

mcafee, inc. intel corporation  8/19/2010*

king pharmaceuticals, inc. pfizer inc.  10/12/2010

nstar northeast utilities  10/18/2010*

bucyrus international, inc. caterpillar inc.  11/15/2010*

progress energy, inc. duke energy corporation  1/10/2011*

massey energy company alpha natural resources, inc. 1/29/2011*

prologis amb property corporation 1/31/2011*

beckman coulter, inc. danaher corporation 2/7/2011*

nationwide health properties, inc. Ventas, inc. 2/28/2011*

the lubrizol corporation berkshire hathaway inc. 3/14/2011*

national semiconductor texas instruments incorporated 4/4/2011*  
corporation

dpl inc. the aes corporation  4/20/2011

constellation energy group, inc. exelon corporation  4/28/2011* 

Varian semiconductor equipment applied materials, inc.  5/4/2011*  
associates, inc.

temple-island inc. international paper company  6/6/2011

southern union company energy transfer equity, l.p.  6/16/2011*

nalco holding company ecolab inc.  7/20/2011* 

medco health solutions, inc. express scripts, inc. 7/21/2011*

motorola mobility holdings, inc. google inc. 8/15/2011*

netlogic microsystems, inc. broadcom corporation 9/12/2011

goodrich corporation united technologies corporation 9/21/2011*

el paso corporation kinder morgan, inc. 10/16/2011*

healthspring, inc. cigna corporation 10/24/2011*

pharmasset, inc. gilead sciences, inc. 11/21/2011*

transatlantic holdings, inc. alleghany corporation 11/21/2011

* transaction included among the 25 largest transactions overall in year 4 and thus designated as a “year 4 transaction.”
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Year 4 Non-U.S. Acquiror Transactions

Target Acquiror Date Announced

genzyme corporation sanofi-aventis 8/29/2010*

alberto-culver company  unilever nV 9/27/2010

baldor electric company  abb ltd 11/30/2010

pride international, inc.  ensco plc 2/7/2011*

cephalon, inc. teva pharmaceutical 5/2/2011*  
 industries ltd.

transatlantic holdings, inc. allied world assurance 6/12/2011 
 company holdings, ag

petrohawk energy corporation bhp billiton limited 7/14/2011*

brigham exploration company statoil asa 10/17/2011*

successfactors, inc. sap ag 12/3/2011

delphi financial group, inc. tokio marine holdings, inc. 12/21/2011

a p p e n d I x  a

List of Surveyed Transactions

* transaction included among the 25 largest transactions overall in year 4 and thus designated as a “year 4 transaction.”
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a p p e n d I x  b

The Paul, Weiss  
Mergers & Acquisitions Group

For decades, paul, weiss lawyers have advised clients on matters that have defined core principles  
of takeover law, including those resulting in the Revlon, Time Warner and Hollinger decisions. we 
bring an unrivaled perspective to takeover battles, mergers and acquisitions and issues concerning 
corporate governance and director and officer fiduciary duties. moreover, our diversity of experience  
across industries, borders, and transaction types and sizes allows us to guide our clients to sound 
strategic decisions.

we are dedicated to helping our clients achieve their goals using state-of-the-art market intelligence  
and experience and effective team work.

our m&a group is supplemented by a depth of experience in all relevant disciplines (e.g., tax, 
erisa, real estate, intellectual property, environmental) necessary to consummate a successful 
m&a deal. we regularly handle:

	 •	 public	and	private	M&A

	 •	 corporate	divestitures

	 •	 going	private	transactions		

	 •	 joint	ventures	

	 •	 leveraged	buyouts

	 •	 private	equity	investments

	 •	 recapitalizations	

	 •	 hostile	takeovers

	 •	 restructurings	and	workouts

	 •	 spin-offs	and	carve-outs	

	 •	 strategic	investments	

	 •	 proxy	contests	

our delaware office, headed by a former Vice chancellor of the delaware chancery court, provides  
important insight into delaware takeover law, as well as critical strategic support in contested situations. 

we have a long history of representing clients in cross-border transactions. from our offices in the 
u.s., as well as in beijing, hong kong, london, tokyo and toronto, we service clients and work 
on the u.s.-law aspects of transactions in europe, asia, latin america and india, and elsewhere 
around the globe.
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